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                         NEW MEXICAN HISPANIC CULTURE PRESERVATION 

LEAGUE  

LA VERDAD CON ORGULLO 
 

 

   

 

12 TH ANNUAL FIRST THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION 

YOUôRE  INVITED 

Saturday, May 1, 2010 at 6:00pm 

El Pinto Resturant 

10500  4th St. NW 

We CELEBRATE the first Thanksgiving ever held in the present United States 

on April 30, 1598.  The Spanish gave thanks for reaching a new homeland just before crossing the 

Rio Grande to settle what is now New Mexico, Arizona, Eastern California, Southern Nevada, Western 

Texas, Western Oklahoma and Southwestern Kansas. 
 

Speaker:  Historian, Dr. Joseph Sanchez 
Topic: ñEntitlement and The Legacy of Colonialism or Whose History is it Anywayò 

EACH YEAR AT OUR BANQUET we honor a man and a woman who have served as 

role models for others and exemplified in a positive manner the attributes of New 

Mexicoôs Hispanic culture. Like Don Juan de O¶ate and Do¶a Eufemia.   

 Honorees  Doña Eufemia :  ~  Arelene Cisneros Sena (Santera )   

              Adelantado :     ~ Tony Garcia (Historic Preservationist)  
    Millie Santillanes Education Award : ~  Luther Wilson (Publisher)  
 
     Reminder that the Alburquerque Founderôs Day Festivities will beheld on Sat. April 24, 2010  
     10:00 AM   Botts Hall Special Collections Library at Edith and Central    
   Free Lecture by Dr. Joseph Sanchez on Old Alburquerque  
                                                     All Day     Old Town Activities  
                 2:30  PM     Meet at the Gov. Francisco Cuervo y Valdez Statue  
         at Mt. Road, Romero St, & Rio Grande Blvd. to parade into the Plaza at 3:00pm  

 

 DEADLINE For DINNER Buffet RESERVATIONS April 25, 2010  

- - - tear  along line and mail with $$  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Dinner:  $35.00 Single / $60.00 Couple  _ _ _  _  _   May 1, 2010 @ 6:00pm 

 $ _ _ _ _  or Donation $ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Total # _ _ _ _ 

Name ( s ) : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Address:                                                 City                        Zip:____       email: ________________________________ 

Amount enclosed $               .                                            Mail to:  S.P. Anaya 

(Tickets provided at door, May 1, at El Pinto Restaurant)                     1601 Escalante S.W. 
                                                Albuquerque, NM  87002 
                                                (505) 242-6582 
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NMHCPL BOARD 

President 

Melvyn Montano 

797-2015 

First Vice President 

S. Pauline Anaya 

242-6582 

Second Vice President 

Pátryka Duran y Chaves 

281-0766 

Secretary 

Irene Schneider 

Treasurer 

Ricardo Quintana 

Sergeant at Arms 

Daniel Antonio Herrera 

President Emeritus 

Conchita Lucero 

Board Members 

Frances Perotti 

Orae Dominguez 

Ruben M. Salaz 

Samuel Delgado 

Honorary Board 

Socorro Aragon 

Eva Torres Aschenbrener 

Pauline Chávez Bent 

Sheldon Hall, Honorary Council to 

Spain 

Adele Baca Hundley 

Jeff Romero Attorney at Law 

Ed Romero, Past Ambassador to 

Spain 

Corina Santistevan 

 

Website 

Orae Dominguez 

Patryka Durán y Chávez 

 

Newsletter staff  

Editor  S. Pauline Anaya 

 

Prayer Requests 

Haitian  & Chilian Peoples, Our 

Troops, our youth and answers to our 

personal petitions.  NMHCPL 

Members and all most in need of 

healing 

BLESSED  EASTER!  

JOIN  US in our mission! 

 

 

 

President Melvyn Montanoôs Message 
We are approaching the 12th Annual 

NMHCPL First Thanksgiving Celebration on  

May 1st.   Please send in your reservations 

soon!   As members please invite interested  

parties to our dinner and meetings, so that  

jointly we accomplish our desire to educate  

about the true history of our culture. Our next  

meeting on April 8, is crucial in final  

preparation for the Dinner. 

We need your assistance and expertise! 

   

We proudly announce Dr. Joseph Sanchez as our keynote  

Speaker, May 1, 2010.  ñEntitlement and The Legacy of Colonialsim or  

                                                                                 Whose History is it Anywayò 

 

The Adelantado Award recipient  is Antonio "Tony" Garcia of  

Alameda.  He has collected New Mexico Spanish artifacts and relics  

since the mid 1940's; many now in the Spanish Colonial Museum 

 Santa Fe, and in Casa San Ysidro of Corrales.  

His passion was to insure that these treasures remained in New Mexico.  

Mr. Garcia is himself a living Treasure, he just celebrated his 98th 

birthday. 

 

The Doña Eufemia Award recipient is Arlene Cisnero Sena of Santa Fe.  

As a Santera she created devotional pieces to be treasured. As a young girl 

she was surrounded by home alters and shrines so expresses herself by 

acknowledging her culture and preserving the art form for future 

generations. She has presented her work in Spanish Market since 1992. She 

is the recipient of the Archbishop of Santa Fe Award for Excellence in 

2001. Arlene was currently appointed a member of Museum of Spanish 

Colonial Arts, Board of Directors; the first time an artist has been 

appointed. 

 . 

The Millie Santillanes Award recipient is Luther Wilson of 

Albuquerque, the current director of the University of New Mexico Press. 

As a publisher, Luther distinguished himself by republishing Dr. Philip 

Wayne Powell's book, "The Tree of Hate". A book that revealed to the 

academic world the propaganda and prejudices affecting the United States 

relations with the Hispanic world.  

 

In this same book a report is cited mandating all academic institutions to 

teach Hispanic history truthfully. This report is the ACE Report of 1944. 

Mr. Wilson is currently in the process of republishing this historic report 

with the intent of re-informing academia of this mandate. It requires a 

strong will to enter into the realm of academic publishing to attempt to 

correct the teaching of Hispanic history, especially from a flagship 

University, in New Mexico. 
Please send in your reservations for the Thanksgiving Dinner  soon we must 

provide El Pinto with the number of attendees in advance.  
! 
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2010 

Doña Eufemia 

Arelene 

Cisneros 

Sena  

 

ñSANTERAò 

She creates  

Contemporary 

Retablos in  

traditional form  

to express pride 

in her heritage.  Since her entry into NM Spanish 

Market in 1992, Senaôs work has achieved national 

and international acclaim.  In addition to countless 

private collections, her santos have been acquired 

by the many museums, to include the Vatican, 

which houses a reliquary crafted in collaboration 

with jeweler Lawrence Baca. 

 

A recipient of the Archbishop of Santa Feôs Award 

for Excellence in 2001, Sena has recently 

completed a number of prestigious large-scale 

commissions, including an altar screen for the 

Blessed Sacrament Chapel inside Santa Feôs Saint 

Fracnis Cathedral, as well as retablos for the 

churches of Santa Maria de la Paz, San Isidor and  

Saint Anneôs. 

 

Sena said, ñthat santero art speaks for itself...and 

speaks to each viewer in a different way.  One 

person may appreciate its artistic qualities, another 

may respond to this object of devotion.  Today, I 

carry on the tradition and faith of a family where 

saints were very much a part of our lives.  As a 

young girl I was surrounded with home altars and 

shrines devoted to the santos that protected and 

cared for the family.  I call may self a santera, and 

create the devotional pieces that will be treasured, 

blessed and appreciated by its owner.  I am 

expressing myself by acknowledging my culture, 

and preserving an art form for future generation to 

carry on.ò 

 

Sena was born in San Luis, Colorado and married 

Richard E. Sena, and has two children and one 

grandchild.  She is committed to teaching, 

mentoring and public service. 

2010 

Adelantado 

Dón  Antonio 

ñTonyò Garcia 

 

ñNM HISTORIC 

PRESERVATIONISTò 

His passion and recognition 

of the vitally important 

History of Spanish New 

Mexico, as held within 

the material objects of those 

times during the founding, formation and settlement 

periods, was something Garcia did not want to see lost..  

In the 40ôs he began to travel the state to seriously hunt 

and collect artifacts.  For a span of over 40 years, Garcia 

assembled probably the largest collection of New 

Mexico Spanish Provencial artifiacts made in the 1700ôs 

through 1800ôs.   Garciaôs friends and family often saw 

him drive up with his pick up loaded with New Mexico 

trasteros, grain boxes, old doors, and many other 

artifacts, many of which he collected for the museum in 

Santa Fe early on. 

 

It was not until meeting Dr Ming in 1952, who had 

purchased Casa San Ysidro and wanted to use older and 

handmade doors, windows and early NM kind items in 

the restoration and additions did the two jointly saved 

and preserved much of what is now a part of Casa San 

Ysidro, as well a much in the Spanish Colonial Museum 

in Santa Fe were finds of Garcia. 

 

Dr. Minge and Dón Antonio (Tony), agreed that the 

many artifacts found would not leave New Mexico, but 

would remain where they should, here in Casa San 

Ysidro or the Spanish Colonial Museum in Santa Fe.  

What was pleasing was that collections found in Rio 

Abajo could now stay, in the Casa San Ysidro, once 

completed. 

 

Garcia married his wife Mini, and now lives with 

daughter Loretta,  in Alameda, among two loving 

grandsons,  Rick and Robert Sanchez.  At 98 he remains 

healthy and interested in all things..  He also has several 

great-grandchildren  and all keeping him busy.   Garcia 

served 7 years in the Army, has been a life time member 

of the Disabled American Veterans, after receiving a 

service connected disablity from WWII.  
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Millie Santillanes 

EDUCATION  

AWARD  2010 

 

LUTHER WILSON  

 

ñPUBLISHERò 

 

As a publisher,   

Luther Wilson 

distinguished himself 

 by republishing  

Dr. Philip Wayne  

Powell's book, "The Tree of Hate". A book that revealed 

to the academic world the propaganda and prejudices 

affecting the United States relations with the Hispanic 

world. In this same book a report is cited mandating all 

academic institutions to teach Hispanic history 

truthfully. Wilson recognized this important void and 

elected to publish the book and the report referenced in 

the book.   

 

Wilsonôs university press experience spans four states 

and two continents.  As Director of the UNM Press, 

Wilson has been in publishing for over 40 years, in both 

academic and commercial markets.  He has published 

for over 2000 authors, and in 2002 was awarded the 

Cherokee Honor Societyôs Medal of Honor for life time 

achievement for preserving the American Indian 

Culture. 

 

Over the years Wilson continues as a frequent 

contributor to panels on publishing and offers his 

insights to the Taos Writerôs Conference, Latino 

Writerôs Conference, Southwest Writerôs and many 

others throughout our State and Region.  

 

Wilson earned his B.A. degree in Russian Liturature and 

Math from Michigan State Univ. - Oakland.  Wilson, 

served in the Peace Corp in the Dominican Republic.  

As a Kentucky native of Cherokee descent he lives with 

his wife Judy, here in Alburquerque, enjoying travel, fly

-fishing and watching movies. 

 

Wilson helps accomplish the NMHCPL mission  for the 

need in accuracy of our history.  Through his publishing, 

and many contributions, we are most appreciative! 

 Former Interior  

Secretary  

Steward L. Udall  

And Friend of the 

NMHCPL  

Passed away. 

At 90 years old  

Mr. Udall on  

March 20, 

2010 passed away 

 in Santa Fe.           Mr. Udall served in WWII, as a 

Congressman and Secretary of the Interior from 1961ð

1968, under both Presidents Kennedy and Johnson,  and 

was a visionary in protecting Americaôs natural 

resources and cultural heritage.  He helped write several 

of the most far-reaching legislation protecting millions 

of acres from mugging, mining and other development.  

As an early champion protecting the environment, more 

than 60 additions were made to the National Park  

system during the Udall years. 

After leaving government service Udall taught, 

practiced law and wrote books.  In 1979 he left 

Washington to return home to Arizona.  Two of his 

books, ñMajestic Journeyò and ñCoronadoôs Inland 

Empire,ò reflect his knowledge and deep respect held 

for Spanish contributions to America and the Southwest.  

The Spanish Government titled Mr. Udall as a ñKnight 

of the Order of Isabel the Catholic,ò 

 

On April 27, 2002, Mr. Udall was the featured speaker a 

the Fourth Annual 1st Thanksgiving Banquet held at the 

Alburquerque Country Club, where awardees Doña 

Eufemia, Mrs. Betty Chavez and Adelantado 

Ambassador to Spain, Edwardo Romero were honored.  

We appreciate his contributions to our mission and how 

he eloquently spoke of the heroic practices of the 

Spanish explorers and settlers, demonstrating much 

appreciation! 

 

In 1989 Mr. Udall moved to New Mexico to live near 

family, and proudly observed his son, Congressman 

Tom Udall elected to the Senate seat of retiring Pete 

Domenici.  Mr Udall was  born in St. Johns, Ariz. On 

January 31, 1920.  He married Ermalee Webb of Mesa, 

Ariz., on Aug. 1, 1947.  She died in 2001.  He is 

survived by his six children and eight grand children.  
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Speaker Professor Joseph P. Sanchez will 

present another historic topic of interest 

entitled, òEntitlement and The Legacy of 

Colonialism or Whose History is it Anywayò 

at the May 1, NMHCPL Annual First 

Thanksgiving Dinner at 6:00 pm  

 El Pinto Restaurant. (Reservations required) 
 

Dr. Joseph P. Sánchez is superintendent of Petroglyph 

National Monument and the Spanish Colonial 

Research Center located at the University of New 

Mexico. Dr. Sánchez is also founder and editor of the 

Colonial Latin American Historical Review (CLAHR).  

Professor Sanchez, has taught at various universities, 

and researched archives in Spain, England, Italy, 

France and Mexico, and has published several studies 

on the Spanish frontiers in California, Arizona, New 

Mexico, Texas, and Alaska  Honored in Montorrey, 

Mexico for his life long work in Colonial Mexico 

History.  Dr Sanchez was inducted into the prestigious 

knighthood order of the Orden de Isabel la Católica as 

Knight Commander by King don Juan Carlos of Spain 

Over his lifetime, he has published numerous studies, 

papers and most important books  

 

NMHCPL Previous Awardees:  NMHCPL will be 

celebrating twelve years honoring individuals who 

have made a difference: 

Doña Eufemia 

1999  Adele Baca Hundley 

2000  Betty Sabo 

2001  Sandra Jaramillo 

2002  Betty Caperton Chavez 

2003  Eva Torrez Aschenbrener 

2004  Socorro Aragón 

2005  Corina Santistevan 

2006  Pauline Chavez Bent 

2007  Maclovia Sanchez de Zamora 

2008  Patricia Black Esterly 

2009  Jody Schwartz 

2010  Arlene Cisneros 

Adelantado 

1999  Marc Simmons 

2000  José Antonio Esquibel 

2001  Pedro Ribera Ortega 

2002  Edward Romero 

2003  Jose  Cisneros 

2004  Frank Ortiz 

 

2005  Arthur Sheldon Hall 

2006  Charlie Carillo 

2007  Thomas Chavez, PhD 

2008  Ronaldo Miera 

2009  Robert Himmerick y Valenica PhD 

2009  John Houser 

2010  Tony Garcia 

Caballero Award for Service 

2007  Ramon Gonzales 

Millie Santillanes Education Award 

2008  Dolores Valdez De Pong 

2009  Nick LaRue 

2010  Luther Wilson 

 

Santa Fe, NM--March 12, 2010--State Records 

Administrator Sandra Jaramillo has announced the 

selection of Rick Hendricks, Ph.D., as the new 

State Historian.  Dr. Hendricks will join the staff 

of the New Mexico State Records Center and 

Archives on Monday, March 22, 2010.  

Dr. Hendricks attended the Universidad de Sevilla 

in Seville, Spain, and received his B.A. in Latin 

American History from the University of North 

Carolina in 1977. He earned his Ph.D. in Ibero-

American Studies from the University of New 

Mexico in 1985. He is a former editor of the 

Vargas Project at the University of New Mexico 

and is currently employed in the Archives and 

Special Collections Department at New Mexico 

State University (NMSU) Library. He also teaches 

Latin American History in the History Department 

at NMSU. At NMSU he worked on the microfilm 

projects of the Archivos del Arzobispado de 

Durango and the Archivos Históricos de 

Sombrerete and edited the guides to those 

collections. He has written or collaborated on more 

than 16 books and 70 articles on the Spanish 

colonial period in the American Southwest and 

Mexico. His most recent book, New Mexico in 

1801: The Priests Report, was published in June 

2008 by Rio Grande Books. He is currently writing 

biographies of Mesilla Valley pioneer Thomas 

Casad and Spanish-Mexican patriot Father 

Antonio Severo Borrajo. The State Historian 

serves as New Mexico state government's primary 

authority on New Mexico history and is director of 

the Office of the State Historian. The overall 

purpose of the Division is to promote an 

understanding and appreciation of New Mexico 

history . 
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15th Annual Anza Society World 

Conference           by:  S. Pauline Anaya 

On March 11-14, 2010 in Magdalena de Kino, 

Sonora Mexico, about one hour drive from Nogales 

many arrived by charter bus to hear talks on Anza 

and the Spanish Colonial period.  The conference 

was held in the beautiful Spanish Colonial town 

government building, where much was provided by 

the Mayor and local government.  Included was a 

reception and dinner where local dignitaries 

addressed the group. Attendees from both sides of 

the boarder, were provided excellent opportunities 

to dine on famous local beef, fresh fish and 

products.  Accomodations were provided at the 

beautiful Hotel Toro.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The excellent tour on Saturday of the many area 

Padre Kino missions and towns, was most 

informative and delightful. A special visit to the 

local priests residence on Sunday morning provided  

viewing of the newly discovered documents written 

and signed by Padre Kino in 1692.  Later the local 

traditional B.B.Q, out doors at the ruins of .the 

large Martinez Hacienda, ranch museum and 

gallery was enjoyed.   Van transportation from 

Tucson and Phoenix was made available.  Next 

year plans are to hold the Conference in New 

Mexico, and everyone is welcome to join or attend.  

Go to the Juan Bautista de Anza Society website at:  

www.anzasociety.org. for more information 

ALBURQUERQUEôS Founders Day Fiestas ! 

REMINDER  that the 304th Founders Day Fiestas 

will be celebrated in Old Town.  There is still time 

to plan your participation in this Fiestas, to 

demonstrate our pride!  April 24, 2010 

Special Collections Library  Free Lecture 

10:00 AM  Dr. Joseph Sanchez   

Topic: ñOld Alburquerque, Barelas, Martinez 

Town.ò               At  Old Town Alburquerque:  

1:00 to 2:00pm         Los Colonials de Santa Fe 

1800s Spanish    Dances and History    
2:00 to 2:30 pm        Mariachi Nuevo Mexico  
2:30 line up for Parade  and Proclamations  
3:30 to 4:00  pm       Alma Flamenca  

4:00 to 5:30 pm        Hillary Smith Band  

The Founders Day, Inc (AFD) committee will 

meet at the Gov. Cuervo Statue to distribute 

banners for those interested in helping carry the 

banners and walking into the Plaza, for the 

Proclamation.  The ñparadeò will include and 

display the same 24 Banners from last year.  Need 

at least 24 carriers, children under 12 years of age 

must be accompanied by an adult. Dress should be 

1700's Era type if at all possible. Thanks to Ramon 

Gonzales and family!-     Banner Chair   873-0840 

 

San Isidro de Seville-Feast Date, April 4 

Patron Saint of the Internet.  Isidore of Seville 

was born in the 6th century to a holy family in 

Cartagena, Spain.  He was highly educated and 

was deemed a bright scholar of his time, applying 

himself to every aspect of his studies.  Isidore can 

be considered the most educated man in that  

period and was an enormous influence in the 

educational process during the Middle Ages.  For 

as much as Isidore embraced and respected 

religion, he is known more for his writings than his 

monastic accomplishments.  Isidore wrote the 

well-known Erymologies, an encyclopedia that 

harnessed all the existing knowledge of the time.  

Isidoreôs style of compiling information echoes the 

structure of the modern database. 

ñDear St. Isidore, Please ask God to remind me 

that work is not only in this box before me.  My 

work is in the people around me, and the world I 

am a part of.  Please pray to the Lord to keep my 

eyes forcused.  My mind clear and my heart open, 

So that only goodness can come from the work I 

produce.  Amen.            (Philip Lief Group) 

 

 

 


